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Yes To Inc. Says Yes To Life!
The Yes To Carrots Seed Fund Announces Grant Recipients

San FranCiSCo, Ca – april 22, 2009 – Yes To inc. is proud to announce the 5 recipients of the Yes 
To Carrots Seed Fund grants, a philanthropic effort to which all Yes To customers have contributed, 
as a portion of every Yes To sale goes directly into The Seed Fund. While the rest of the world 
falls deeper into a state of economic chaos, one company is forging onward, further living up to 
their reputation as one of the fastest growing, all-natural beauty companies ever. in the midst of 
businesses cutting back and saying no, this all-natural, affordable beauty care line chooses to live 
up to their name Yes To, and they are doing just that... saying Yes. 

in line with the celebration of a greener earth and more sustainable future, Yes To inc.’s CEo, ido 
Leffler, announces the next 5 grant recipients of the Yes To Carrots Seed Fund, a 501(c) 3 non-profit 
organization registered in 2008 with a mission to make a difference in people’s lives by providing 
under-served communities with the resources to develop and sustain organic food sources and 
access to healthy nutrition. Leffler refers to the Seed Fund as a “fully democratic process,” where 
the entire company participates in the research, approval and choosing process of their grants. 
Through an online application process, Yes To asks candidates to outline how the needs of their 
community will be met through the mission of their project, quantify how they will measure the 
effectiveness and use of the Seed Fund’s monetary support, and define their ultimate goals by the 
end of their funding period.

and The Seed Fund Grants go to…

Yes To Trading Barbed Wire for Vines: “Living Fence”
Growing Home, Chicago, IL 

Growing Home was founded in Chicago’s rough Englewood district, which has been called a “food 
desert,” due to lack of access to fresh food. Growing Home is striving to cultivate the community and 
land to enable a revival of an urban agricultural district. Growing Home uses organic agriculture 
as a vehicle for transitional job training and agricultural initiatives with economic development 
potential. The Yes To Carrots Seed Fund grant will be a continuation of support as Yes To supported 
the first phase of the Wood Street Urban Farm’s development last year, through funding which 
helped provide seeds and labor. 
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on april 14th, 25 Growing Home interns will begin working at the gardens to begin developing a 
“living fence,” where individuals will be invited to pick their own fruit and vegetables, in an effort to 
integrate the farm into the community. This “living fence” will include a small orchard and a variety 
of perennials, as well as apple, pear, cherry and plum trees, asparagus, raspberries and herbs. The 
program interns comprise a group of needy Chicagoans and individuals with multiple barriers to 
employment (e.g., incarceration, homelessness, etc.), and through the program at Growing Home, 
they will receive 6 months of job training in organic agriculture, job readiness training, literacy and 
basic math tutoring, life skills workshops and job placement services. The produce harvested from 
the gardens is sold in Chicago’s Green City Market, and in the Englewood Farmers Market, part of a 
Community-Supported agriculture (CSa) program. 

Yes To Growing Community: “Will Work For Food”
Cob Connection, Chicago, IL 

Cob Connection is a Chicago-based non-profit that offers after-school programs and transitional 
job skills training for teens and their families. This summer, in partnership with the Logan Square 
YMCa, and Centro San Bonafacio, and the association House of Chicago, Cob Connection will be 
implementing a micro-enterprise project called ‘Will Work For Food’ that will grow organic gardens 
on 12 city lots in the Logan Square/Humboldt Park district. This project boasts an 8 month job 
training for teens and families on public aid to help them successfully transition from welfare to 
self-sufficiency through urban agribusiness. The Yes To Carrots Seed Fund chose to support Cob 
Connection because its mission encompasses not only the pursuit of growing and maintaining 
sustainable food sources, but also strives to break down barriers preventing under-served 
communities from accessing healthy food and fighting against confining economic prejudices. 

Throughout the training process, participating teens and families will have an opportunity to grow 
and sell their produce at farmer’s markets, develop relationships with local businesses in the Logan 
Square/Humboldt Park area, and secure a strong customer base by providing food baskets once a 
week to local residents. 
 
at the end of the season, each family will receive their food handling certificate and their share of 
the profits. 5% of the earned income will be put away into a separate “seed money” bank account 
for the following year, at which point families who graduate will be given the opportunity to farm 
their own city lot donated by the City of Chicago. 
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Yes To Giving GIFTs
GIFT Gardens, Gainsville, FL 

Gainesville initiative for Tasty Gardens (GiFT Gardens) is the community outreach division of the 
Florida Certified organic Growers and Consumers (FoG), the quality certification service for USDa 
organic. GiFT builds free raised-bed vegetable gardens for underserved and low-income alachua 
County, Florida residents and the institutions that serve them. These recipients of the free GiFT 
gardens are members of a community that is suffering from the current economic climate most 
severely, as government funds for welfare are drying up and food pantries donations are dwindling. 
The list of those waiting for GiFT Gardens is growing, and through The Yes To Carrots Seed Fund 
grant, the organization can purchase additional seeds, tools, lumber and labor to build more gardens 
for more families in need.  

Participants will receive raised beds, fertile soil, seeds, vegetable starts, a GiFT Gardens Growing 
Guide and free ongoing assistance. after the initial installation by experienced staff, each participant 
will plan and plant their own gardens, allowing them to take ownership of the GiFT Garden and 
learn how to start and maintain a vegetable garden plot. The gardens empower residents to become 
more self-sufficient, provide access to healthy food, and help beautify a poverty-stricken area, giving 
those who live there an enhanced sense of pride and happiness. 

Yes To Feeding The Future
Ka Kula O ‘Ehunuikaimalino School, Kealakekua, Hawaii 

The Yes To Carrots Seed Fund has chosen to support this K-12 Hawaiian immersion school (accredited 
by the US Dept of Education) because of its mission to arm students with the ability and knowledge 
to grow sustainable organic food resources. The institution strives to educate children in traditional 
and environmentally sound Hawaiian farming practices, as well as art, history and values. The 
program is currently in the second year of their 2-acre project to plant native Hawaiian crops (taro, 
sweet potato, banana, bok choy, lettuce, etc.) and a medicinal herb garden to teach them about 
native healing traditions. 

This project is getting state-wide attention as it is addressing the need to promote and develop 
healthy eating and living habits in a state with one of the highest obesity, diabetes and drug/alcohol 
abuse rates. an incredible 64% of the students at ‘Ehunuikaimalino receive reduced-fee meals at 
lunchtime – where eligibility is defined by families whose incomes are at or below 130% of the 
poverty level ($27,560 for a family of four, per the USDa national School Lunch Program). When 
the garden project is in full production, community supported agriculture will have the potential to 
feed their community and supply the increasing demands for food in the lunch rooms.
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Yes To Growing Eco Designers
The Green Apprenticeship Program, Lotan Center for Creative Ecology 

The Yes To Carrots Seed Fund is offering partial scholarships to three registered participants of the 
Green apprenticeship (Ga) Permaculture and Ecovillage Design Program, a ten-week work study 
which immerses students into the processes and challenges involved with the design, building 
and running of sustainable communities. The candidates must have experience in community 
work (farming, planning, training, education, social work) and plan to utilize their knowledge and 
abilities on a specific project or with an organization upon completion of the Green apprenticeship 
training program. Yes To Carrots will follow the candidates after the program to document how the 
participants utilize the apprenticeship and how the grant money from the Seed Fund is used to 
fulfill its mission.

About Yes To Carrots

Yes To Carrots™, a line of face, body and hair care products, was born out of the desire to produce 
high quality products that make you look and feel fabulous. Yes To Carrots™ strives to give you 
back your natural glow and a pure feeling of joy! Yes To Carrots™ is committed to doing all this by 
creating natural, paraben-free formulas which contain nature’s best kept beauty secrets: organic 
fruits and vegetables rich in Beta Carotene, and Dead Sea Minerals. our products are never tested 
on animals and are housed in recyclable packaging. in this same spirit of non-negotiable optimism 
and giving back, a portion of all proceeds from the Yes To Carrots™ product line is dedicated to the 
Yes To Carrots Seed Fund, a non-profit organization created to help underprivileged communities 
develop self-sustaining, organic food sources. www.yestocarrots.com.
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